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Studying Japanese Ab Initio or Japanese B
SL/HL at IB Diploma

The IB Japanese Ab Initio and Japanese B Standard Level (SL) and Higher Level (HL) Diploma
programmes are rigorous and challenging language acquisition courses which help develop your
linguistic skills as well as your inter-cultural understanding.

How this resource can help you

Studying Japanese Ab Initio and Japanese B SL/HL as part of the IB Diploma programme involves
a substantial amount of time for independent study and you may need additional support from
your teacher, friends, or other resources. Of course, your teacher and friends may not always be
available, particularly when it comes to acquiring, learning, and using a broad range of language
and vocabulary across a variety of different topics.

This book aims to help you by providing a core of vocabulary and language organized by the
themes and topics you will be studying as part of your IB Diploma, both at Ab Initio and at
swees Japanese B SL/HL.

The content for Japanese B SL/HL is signposted in the book like this, with a pink Japanese B rule
in the left margin. It includes more advanced and sophisticated sentences.

Japanese B

Kanji is colour-coded throughout the book as follows:

black = ab initio read and write
blue = ab initio read only
green = standard level

orange = higher level only
purple = beyond IB

There are five broad themes (Sections 1-5 in this book). Each theme is divided into topics, and
each topic is divided into sub-topics based on the IB Language Ab Initio and Language B guides.
These are organized along the following lines:

e individual words (you may find some of these are already known to you, but they act as a useful
reminder, especially for the Japanese B SL/HL courses)

e verbs and verb collocations (verbs and words which are often used in combination). It is very
important to know which Japanese verbs to use and which particles they are used with. Verbs
are listed in the -masu form, with the infinitive form in parentheses.

e phrases and sentences at a more straightforward level

e more sophisticated sentences which you may wish to use to showcase your Japanese. These
sentences model the use of a linguistic feature, for example, conjunctions, different verb forms,
or other examples of special vocabulary. These (and their equivalent words/phrases in English)
are highlighted in bold.

Section 6 provides you with generic language (time, colours, etc.), followed by suggestions to help

you prepare for your written exam and individual oral assessment.

Generally, the language in this resource is in the polite form. Where alternative registers are given,

they are noted on the English side in blue and in square brackets, e.g. [casual/formal]. Extra

explanations or literal translations of words/phrases are also given in square brackets.

Note that this is not a comprehensive list of vocabulary and language, and you are encouraged to
acquire a broad range of vocabulary. If your teacher gives you additional words, or through your
own reading you come across suitable language, you might choose to write it into this book, so it
becomes more like a personal vocabulary book for you.

We wish you the best on your Japanese learning journey and, of course, the greatest success in
your exams!

Satomi, Cindy, and the team at Elemi
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Self-introduction
family name/surname
name/given name

middle name

nickname
birthday/birthdate
birthplace/country of origin
nationality

mother tongue

to be called...

to be ... years old
to live in...
to be of ... nationality

to be from...

to have dual nationality

to speak English fluently

My name is Kentaro, but everyone calls me
Ken.

My family name is of Italian origin.
I'm nearly sixteen.

T've just turned seventeen.

I was born in May.

My birthday is on 22 July.

My father is in his fifties.

Where are you from?

I'm from Hiroshima.

I am British/English.

I live in Setagaya in Tokyo.
I've been living here since I was 12.

My parents are originally from New York and
have lived in Dubai since 2016.

—ANIAIV AN T
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I have spoken English since I was 10 and
started living in the US.

I'm bilingual in Chinese and English, and
I have also been learning Japanese for six
months.

Physical description
physical appearance/looks
figure [lit. ‘shape’]
body
face
clothes/clothing
all/short [for a person’s height]
thin/slim
to have blue/green/brown/grey eyes
to have ... hair
blond(e)/dark brown/brown/black/ginger
short/long/straight/afro
wavy
to have white/grey hair
to be bald
to have a beard/moustache

to have fair/golden [lit. ‘flour-coloured’]/
olive [lit. ‘light black’]/dark skin

to have freckles/wrinkles/pimples or acne/a
scar

to wear glasses/contacts (lenses)

to wear [orthodontic] braces

to wear one’s hair in a ponytail/braids or
plaits/bun

to take care of one’s looks
to have a tattoo

to have a piercing

to wear a [face] mask

to dress smartly/casually
to dress stylishly

to wear elegant/scruffy/eccentric clothes

to wear sporty/practical/comfortable clothes
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VfEZn EY (23)

A typical school day

to wake up [to open one’s eyes]
to get up [to get out of bed]
to shower/have a shower

to get into/have a bath

to wash

to wash one’s hands/face

to get dressed

to put makeup on/to shave
to brush one’s hair

to brush one’s teeth

to relax/to unwind/to take it easy

to rest/take a break

to sleep/go to bed

to fall asleep

to oversleep/sleep in

to have some/no time to do something
I have no time to read books.

At 7 o’clock in the morning, I wake up and I get
out of bed.

First, I have a shower and then I get ready.
Then I have breakfast. I usually eat cereal and
drink coffee.

Then I get ready for school.

After that, I leave home and go to school by
bus.

At lunchtime, I eat lunch in the cafeteria/kiosk/
canteen.

After school, I go into town to do volunteer
work for CAS.

Before dinner, I do my homework.

Once I've done everything, I like to relax in front
of the television and spend time with my family.

Finally, at about 11.30pm, I go to bed. I like to
listen to music before going to sleep.

Not to be photocopied or scanned
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school by car.

Previously, it would take me more than an hour
to go to school.

I have got used to boarding school life.

The pace of life is different depending on the
country.

During the COVID-19 pandemic, we had lessons
online all day long. It was very challenging/
hard.

If T went to school in my neighbourhood, my
commuting time would be shorter.

In some countries, children have to travel a
long way to school. And often they have to go
on foot.

I sleep until 9am on Sundays./I will sleep until
9am on Sunday.

I'm not a morning person [mornings are not my
strength]. I find it challenging/hard to get up.

Helping at home
household chores

to do the shopping/cooking
to wash/do the dishes

to do the cleaning/laundry
to do the ironing

to dust

to make the bed

to do the gardening

to do DIY/odd jobs

to vacuum or hoover/mop [the floor]
to sweep [with a broom]

to mow the lawn

to clean the oven/microwave
to wipe the window

to prepare/set the table

to clear/clean up the table
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There is one transfer/change.

The train/ferry/plane/flight is delayed/full.

=

S

The plane/flight has been cancelled.

‘The next train to Tokyo will leave from
Platform 2!

A

‘Passengers on flight JAL 51, please come to
Gate 6.

3

=
%
)
=
5
L

For long journeys, flying is much faster and
less tiring.

I suffer from travel sickness: I always get
sick in cars/on buses/on planes.

When we visit a town, we use public
transport. It's more interesting, and it’s
cheaper than a taxi.

We prefer to travel by train because it's
convenient and cheap.

The best way to travel in Japan is by train;
the Shinkansen is more environmentally
friendly than cars and buses.

On the road
to rent a car

to take the highway/the main road (local
road)

to drive at 130 km per hour
to stop at a petrol/gas station

to fill up with petrol/to recharge a battery

to get stuck in a traffic jam

to have a road accident

I have/don’t have a driver’s licence.

I plan to get my driver’s licence next year.

When I get my driver’s licence, I intend to
go on holiday by car.

He is not good at driving.

It has been a year since I started driving
by myself.

When I have enough money, I'll buy a small
second-hand car to go where I want.
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Impact of transport on the
environment

pollution

air pollution

traffic jam/congestion

noise pollution

electric car

Cars pollute the air.

Trains are environmentally friendly because
they can transport [lit. ‘carry’] many people.

Planes emit a lot of carbon dioxide.

I think it's good for the environment if you
ride a bicycle.

Electric cars are better for the environment
than regular cars.

My father takes me to school (by car). It's
comfortable but not very environmentally
friendly.

I think that cars are not good for the
environment as they contribute to global
warming.

In the future, we might use environmentally
friendly transport to protect the
environment.

It will be necessary to reduce our carbon
footprint by reducing/decreasing the use of
planes and ships.

In Japan, many people take the train or ride
a bicycle to work or school. This is much
better for the environment.

In my opinion, the vehicle of the future will
be the self-driving smart car that will run on
green electricity.

Not to be photocopied or scanned
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Human impact on nature

global warming

climate change

air/water/soil pollution

noise pollution/light pollution
rubbish/garbage/waste

plastic waste/industrial waste/toxic waste
use of agricultural chemicals

natural resources/habitat

increase in energy consumption
forestation/deforestation

extinction

pollution/contamination

greenhouse gas emissions

coral/coral reef bleaching

to throw out/to litter

to damage/to break

to be exposed to

Here, pollution is a very serious problem.
Wildfires are a big risk in my country.

The main cause of air pollution is traffic
exhaust and toxic gases from factories and
so on.

As a result of global warming, the ice at the
North and South Poles is melting and floods
are increasing. This results in sea levels
rising, which is a danger to Japan.

What worries me the most is that nature
will increasingly be exposed to danger
because of humans.

What annoys me the most is when people
don't pick up their rubbish.

What I can’t stand is when people do
nothing to protect biodiversity.

What I fear most is global warming.

Not to be photocopied or scanned
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What we have to realize is that the effects
of climate change are irreversible [cannot be
returned to their original state].

Green acts to preserve the
environment

Little things are essential, like...

turning off the lights/turning off the tap
[faucet]

sorting waste/not leaving rubbish lying
around

buying organic products
eating fruits and vegetables in season
collecting rainwater for watering
saving paper

Iintend to...
use my bike instead of the car

put on a sweater instead of turning up
the heating

replace baths with showers to save water

use natural products instead of chemical
cleaning products

drive an electric car so as not to pollute
air

learn to cook with leftovers so as not to
waste food

I'd like to...
use reusable bags instead of plastic bags
buy reusable products instead of
disposable ones, such as masks or wipes
buy local products and not imported ones
turn off appliances instead of leaving
them on standby, to save electricity

I am determined to...
reduce my carbon footprint

adopt a lifestyle that doesn’t produce
rubbish/waste

become an environmentally friendly
citizen

I used to turn on the air conditioning
immediately, but now I use it as little as
possible.
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T=AEZCOETIZAR S TN, BASHTWES,  Anime is translated and broadcast in many

countries.
TzAq ARF4774 ALl
J 7J< vy 7TDE & CIE YouTube X° Spotify THtFigr(C J-pop songs are distributed worldwide via
EEE TRTWES, YouTube and Spotify.
IZ 2A bhrbD Bwj LA
BADOY Z7HLF v —L. & ’éEP/L\I ﬁﬂ#ﬂlu Japanese subculture is spreading across the
?575*6 TwEd, %‘jilf F= Ak % LT. EIZIKUD world, especially among young people. For
S b example, more people are learning about
AR BEDLAEZRANSIATUVET, Japanese culture and values through anime.

IZ A EFlw> € Auw w
BA®ORyY MK, HREThMy FLRULEEED Japanese robotics technology is said to be
among the best in the world.

hTtwzd,
IZ 1A Lo \
EIZ'-W)/\?‘ili HPWIRED ¢ HDEHOOKRY A Japanese companies are developing robots
F'aﬁ%%‘ LTuwgs for elderly care and medicine.

275 AR
RFLTECORY b, ERNETZ0HKy pA Robots that work in hotels or give directions
j‘é%’(%ﬁ}ja ShTuEd are attracting attention abroad too.
FlLw> LA ¥ 12 13A
HATOESIZE>T. BEADT AR TEDAS  Thanks to technological advances, Japanese
50 hnELE ideas are now being used globally.
IZ 1A Wiy bAKEL
ElZWJ‘F'aﬁ% LoRy b ’a}ﬁo <. ﬁ FD F'u ’aE We might be able to solve global problems
ﬁ#‘?&’(“% Zhb LhEtA using robots developed in Japan.

Japanese B

AV HA EV

E tt 5[5 58 Global issues

;Téi:?é"’; Inequalities

't&%ﬁ -Lw 5‘5\7®*ﬁ2% gender/income inequality

g)‘é%o)*:‘z% inequality of opportunity

(%5% D) %i (child) poverty

?i;é’i TIR )l«E’J’f’é?% social/digital divide

K:b J - ?/ﬁ?ﬁ%ﬁ:\,‘ illiteracy

& %*UJ*EF%@:;JJ{%E unequal distribution of wealth

%1‘?&%&% climate refugees

gé%:éjzj developing countries

~ICTERTBH L /\0)*3‘2%75\5) h%¥, There are inequalities in accessing...
%&jﬁé . Sﬁéﬂ: education/culture
vFFJ %_7-% employment/housing
1531)?1%5% c(3oFm) voFv medical care/(COVID-19) vaccinations
TWIEA [legal] justice

?K@’C“[I\ 7=< 'é‘/u@ilj?&b‘\’v&/u’éh\ 9, In my country, many people live...
;%1(&%5 at /LL/{-’JF’C below the poverty line
F3L h‘i%h‘ T in poor neighbourhoods
;}E"Q’%é%b“ﬁ kkj;ﬁ_é’( without water or electricity

&_*75'?[: [F. WAL A &Z\ZF%#?J‘?) nE9d, There are many kinds of inequality in the

world.
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Gender inequality still exists in many
countries.

We live in a very unequal world.

In my opinion, racism is the source of many
inequalities.

Everyone should have equal opportunities.

Even if they do the same job, women
sometimes get paid less.

People with disabilities are sometimes
treated unequally.

Ethnic minority groups are the first to suffer
from inequality.

People of colour often have poorly paid jobs.
Gender discrimination still exists in our

society.

The differences in salary between men and
women are huge.

In some countries, girls do not have access
to education.

It is clear that for women, there is a glass
ceiling in the world of work.

It is important to recognize inequality and
try to eliminate it.

We should take action to create a society in
which everyone can live equally.

Indigenous people

ethnic group

Ainu [Japan’s indigenous people]
language/culture/tradition
diversity

modernization

to protect

to know/learn about

There are many Indigenous peoples in the
world.

They have a long history and culture.
The Ainu are the indigenous people of Japan.

In the past, the Ainu people lived in
Hokkaido and Sakhalin.
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AEEXNALEE Core vocabulary

HWED

BiEES BEEICFCET
ZAITEIE

SAIEAIE

£52%

MwELT

£ALC - £ALCBIEVLET

BEVCLET
BOKES - BOALES SENEF
ESUELELT
WA THAREW
FHEEA
X3R5
Lebh: 74T
LxdF7-
HLt

$7-910

i?‘:%iﬁ

¥ »¥
BS - BHhIRE
F-TRET

T-oTHhoL»w

ErEuE

BlEhhEw

BuiExE
HarsLaATREED

KA =Tl HAE> T EED
BHTLE) - BHTE) SEVET
359(%(:

A IEN

DELRYTF

52, EhoTi T
HLeElET

A-Z for Japanese AB-B_4p.indd 116

Greetings

Good morning [casual/formal]

Hello

Good evening

Welcome

Pleased to meet you [lit. ‘It’s the first time’]

I look forward to working/getting on well
with you [casual/formal]

Please

Thank you [casual/formal]
You're welcome

Sorry [casual/formal]
Excuse me/I'm sorry
Goodbye

See you later

See you soon

See you tomorrow

See you next week

Good night [casual/formal]
I'm off [lit. T'm going and coming back’]

See you later/Have a good day [lit. ‘Go and
come back (safely)’]

I'm home [lit. ‘Right now (I'm back)’]

Welcome home

Have a good weekend

Enjoy your holiday

Good luck/All the best [casual/formal]
Congratulations [casual/formal]

Get well soon

Cheers

Long time, no see

Please come in [lit. ‘Please come up’]

Excuse me [when entering someone else’s
room or house]
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Text type language
Letter/email to a friend

Dear...

Thank you for your letter/email.

It has been a while, hasn’t it?

How are you?

Anyway, today I am writing about...

Well then, I will write a letter/email again.

I am awaiting/looking forward to your reply.

Please take care of yourself.

(Please give my) regards to your family.
From...

Formal letter/email

Dear Sir/Madam

In response to your ad/letter/email,

I am contacting you to get some
information/apply for the job.

I would be grateful if you could...
I look forward to hearing from you.

Yours sincerely [formal phrase to end a
letter/email]

Diary

Today was a fun day.

Today was really challenging.

I think I'd like to do it again someday.
Blog

In today’s blog I will write about...

As I wrote in last week’s blog, ...

What do you all think? Please tell me in the
comments.

Speech

Good morning, everyone.

Good morning, second-year students.
Today I would like to talk about...

Thank you for listening.
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