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Studying Mandarin Ab Initio at IB Diploma

The IB Mandarin Ab Initio course is a rigorous and rewarding language acquisition programme designed to
help you develop your communication skills and deepen your intercultural understanding. As a beginner of
Mandarin, you will gradually build confidence in reading, writing, listening, and speaking, while exploring key
aspects of Chinese culture and daily life.

How this resource can support your learning

Studying Mandarin Ab Initio requires regular independent learning, especially when acquiring new vocabulary,
understanding sentence structures, and practising tones and pronunciation. Your teacher and classmates are
valuable sources of support, but they may not always be available when you need quick access to language for
different themes and tasks.

This book aims to support you by providing a clear and accessible core of vocabulary and language, organized
according to the themes and topics of the IB Diploma Mandarin Ab Initio course.

e The five themes (Sections 1-5 in this book) are divided into topics and sub-topics. Each sub-topic includes:

- individual words, including verbs and common verb-object combinations, presented with pinyin,
to support accurate pronunciation, along with their part(s) of speech (noun, noun phrase, verb, verb
phrase, adjective, adverb, preposition) to help you use them correctly

- basic sentences that you will encounter early in your studies

- more sophisticated sentences that model useful structures such as aspect markers, sentence patterns,
connectors, or topic-comment structures. These sentences highlight specific linguistic features in bold.
Their English equivalents are also shown in bold to help you identify how the structure works across
both languages.

e More advanced words and phrases are marked with an asterisk (*).

e Each topic features key idioms and cultural concepts, giving you the tools to add depth to your exam
responses.

e Section 6 provides general and idiomatic language not tied to a specific theme (e.g. time expressions,
measure words, useful connectors). It also includes guidance for preparing your Individual Oral assessment,
with phrases for describing an image and responding to follow-up questions.

e Mandarin has unique features such as tones, measure words, and character forms. While this resource
focuses on vocabulary and sentence patterns, you are encouraged to practise pronunciation regularly and
to build familiarity with characters at your own pace.

e This book is not an exhaustive list of all vocabulary you may encounter. You are encouraged to expand your
personal vocabulary through classwork, reading, and your teacher’s recommendations. You may wish to add
your own notes to personalize this resource.

e This book uses simplified Chinese characters.

We wish you every success in your Mandarin learning journey and in your IB Diploma exams.

Ziv and the Elemi team
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shénfen rentong

1 %4 AR Identities

gerén tedian /&7\
A /N A4F & Personal attributes A

gerén ziliao

AR A Personal details

mingzi

45 (n) name

jiao

™ (v) to be called

xing

£ (n/v) surname/to be surnamed

xingming ‘

4% (n) full name |
nianling

i (n) age

sul

% (n) year (or years old)

chashéng riqi

kB (n) date of birth

guoji

£ (n) nationality

xingbié $
PR (n) gender

dizhi

Hu 3k (n) address ;
zhiye

B2k (n) occupation I
dianhua haoma |

W15 5 (n) phone number

Wo de mingzi jiao Li Ming.

Fey L F E, My name is (called) Li Ming.

W0 jinnian shiwti sui, shi Yinggué rén, zhu zai Lindan. I am 15 years old, I am British, and I live in $
EAE+TRY, AREA, EEAK London.

waimao

Ea Physical appearance

gao/ai $
& /4% (ad)) tall/short [height]

pang/shou

B /& (adj) fat/slim

da/xiao $
X /s (adj) big/small N
chéng/duan /
k /4 (adj) long/short [length]

yuan

7 (adj) round
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piaoliang/haokan

BT A (ad)

Ta you changchdng de téufa hé yuan yuan de lian.
A K K A Kk KA W 69 e

Ta hén gao, yanjing hén da.

tofkd, BREARK,

WO de tui bi ta de duan.

2 0 e P A 89 42

xinggé

A
waixiang

S (adi)
neixiang

e (ad)
youhdo

A4 (adj)
you naixin

A s (adj phrase)
Zixin

A 1S (adj)
leguan

R AL (ad))
yikuai

e (adj)
kailang

78 (adj)
haixia

FZ (adj)
mahu

)% (adj)
guzhi

B (adj)
chéngshi

% £ (adj)
limao

iL$2 (n/adj)
titie

HIE (adj)
tongli xin

B 3.8 (n)
Women de xinggé buténg, dan dou néng héping xiangchu.
FATEY A TR, A2 AR e Ao P AR AL,

You tonglixin de rén hui bangzhu biérén, yé hui guanxin
biérén de ganshou.

HRESHALSHIA, LaRSHA

é{j%%o
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pretty/good-looking
She has long hair and a round face.
He is tall and has big eyes.

My legs are shorter than hers.

Personality
outgoing
introverted
friendly

patient
confident
optimistic

happy (or cheerful)
cheerful

shy

careless

stubborn

honest
politeness/polite
considerate
empathy

We have different personalities, but we all get
along well.

A person with empathy helps others and cares
about their feelings.
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jiéqing

D 7 /& Festivals and celebrations

xist yu chuantong
A5 %
tuanyuan

A& (v/n)

liyi

AU (n)

keqi

F A (adj)
limao

LA (n)
wénhua xiguan
AL 2 (np)
jinglao

PWE (v)
xiaoshuin

Z I (adj/n)
héxié

A= 1% (adj/n)
songli

#4L (v)

shouli

AL (v)
jiating guannian
*REMRL (n)
jinian

* & (v/n)
Zai Zhonggud, zinzhong zhangbei shi hén zhongyao de
jiating chuantong.

EvEH, STKkERRTENREML L,

chuinjié/néngli xinnian
AT RA#HF
fang bianpao
A (v)

tié chnlian

s A B (v)
pai/shou hongbao

e /B (V)
bainian

FHF ()

tuannian fan

A 4482 (n)

Chunjié cong néngli zhéngyue chtyl dao shiwi, sudyi
Zhongguo de xinnian gong you shiwt tian.

A¥NLFHERAM—F A, AP EG
FHEER TR,

A-Z for Mandarin Ab Initio (published by Elemi)
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Customs and traditions

to reunite/reunion

ritual/etiquette

polite/modest

politeness

cultural habit

to show respect to the elderly

filial piety

harmony

to give a gift

to receive a gift

family value

to commemorate

In China, respecting elders is an important family
tradition.

Spring Festival/Chinese New Year

to set off firecrackers [a custom to drive away evil
spirits and welcome the new year]

to put up Spring Festival couplets [red scrolls with
auspicious phrases for good luck]

to give/receive red envelopes

to pay a New Year visit [to relatives and friends,
and greet them with auspicious phrases]

reunion dinner [a family meal on New Year's Eve
symbolizing unity and togetherness]

The Spring Festival lasts from the 1st to the 15th
day of the first lunar month, so Chinese New Year
has 15 days in total.

23/06/2026 09:24



Guo nian de shihou, 13orén hui pai hongbao géi haizi.
HF IR, LARRILOLLEET,
Chunjié gian, jiajia huht dou hui zai ménkou tié chunlian.

AT, REPPHAE AR,

qingming jié

AT

sdao mu

HE ()

Qingming jié zai méi nidn xili 4 yué 4 ri huo 5 ri, zhe shi jiza
hé sdomu de rizi.
FATFEEFHAAA4BRS A, &
P S GRCEER &0 N2 s

duanwu jié

30

70Nngzi

T (n)

sai longzhou

REFH (v)

Duanw jié zai néngli wuyue chuwt, dagai zai xili 5 yué mo
huo 6 yue chu.

MV ERDEAMA, KEEDH S A
K& 6 Adn,

zhonggqiu jié

A

yuebing

A % (n)

shang yue

KA W

wan dénglong

FAT % (v)

Zhonggit jié de wanshang, dajia hui yiqi shang yue.
FRF B E, RKRE—RKA,
Zhongqiu jié zai nongli bayue shiwt, dagai zai xili 9 yue huo
10 yue.

PRTFERBARATE, KEBEEBH 9 A
10 A,
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During New Year, elders give red envelopes to
children.

Before Spring Festival, every household puts
couplets up on their door.

Qingming Festival/Tomb-Sweeping Day

to tomb-sweep [to clean graves and pay respect to
one’s ancestors]

The Qingming Festival falls on 4/5 April in the
Gregorian calendar, and it is a day for ancestor
worship and tomb sweeping.

Dragon Boat Festival
[commemorates the poet Qu Yuan, celebrated
with dragon boat races and eating zongzi]

zongzi [rice dumpling]

dragon boat racing [symbolizing teamwork and
remembrance of Qu Yuan]

The Dragon Boat Festival is on the 5th day of the
5th lunar month, usually in late May or early June
in the Gregorian calendar.

Mid-Autumn Festival
[celebrates the full moon with a family reunion]

mooncake [a pastry symbolizing reunion and shared
blessings]

to appreciate the moon

to play with lanterns [Children carry or play with
lanterns, adding joy to the festival.]

On the night of the Mid-Autumn Festival, people
admire the full moon together.

The Mid-Autumn Festival is on the 15th day of the
8th lunar month, usually in September or October
in the Gregorian calendar.

Not to be photocopied or scanned
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shehui zuzhi

4 #-2 %842 Social organization

linli A
A 45 2 Neighbourhood 5

didian 2}3\
BB Places

xuéxiao

F A (n) school

tushtguan

B+ 7 (n) library

bowuguan

4 (n) museum

yiyuan ‘
ETI% (n) hospital |
zhénsuo

AT (n) clinic

tiyuguan

HHAE (n) sports centre (or gym)

chaoji shichang/chaoshi

AEB T | RF (n) supermarket

yinhang

AT () bank

youju (%)
#k By (n) post office

canguan

BAE (n) restaurant :
gongyuan

2 (n) park I
guingchang |
7% (n) public square

sheqi zhongxin

AR P8 (n) community centre

yoéuyongchi

FEA L (n) swimming pool

tingchéchang

1% 55 (n) parking lot

fangbian $
Zr 8 (adj) convenient

anquan

2% (adj) safe

sheqi guthua $
AR X (n) community planning

gonggong ziyun :
3R (n) public resource

wizhang’ ai sheshi

* T AFE A (n) accessible facility

51
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Itihua kongjian

*ALE i (n)

W6 changchang qu tdshugudn xuéxi, yinwei nali hén anjing.
REFEAREFD, BARZREH,

Shequ zhongxin méi zhou dou hui juban buténg de
huddong.

AR SE AL F D TRGES),
Chaoshi de dongxi hén giquén, mai riyongpin féichang
fangbian.

B EEMRFAE, LB ASEF I,

Sheqa guthua de mubiao shi rang jumin shénghué de géng
fangbian, géng anquan.

AL R LK 69 B AT A B R AEFF LT
£ 25,

Gonggong ziyuan yinggai gongping féenpei, rang méi ge rén
dou you jihui shiyong.

AR RB G A, LN AEA M
SR

wo de jia
E R
gongyu
A% (n)
fangzi
BT (n)
gaolou
= (n)
keting
T (n)
fanting
T (n)
chufang
B 5 (n)
woshi
ENE (n)
cesud
7B (n)
yushi
BE (n)
shufang
5 (n)
huayuan
eHE (n)
chéku
FE (n)
chuang
A (n)

zhuozi

ZF (n)
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green space

I often go to the library to study because it is very
quiet there.

The community centre holds different activities
every week.

The supermarket has everything, so buying daily
necessities is very convenient.

The goal of community planning is to make
residents’ lives more convenient and safer.

Public resources should be distributed fairly so
everyone has the chance to use them.

My home

flat (or apartment)
house

high-rise building
living room
dining room
kitchen

bedroom

toilet

bathroom

study

garden

garage

bed

table (or desk)
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changyong ciyu
6 % /A 7% Useful language

yiban changyong ciyu

A —#& % R 9% Commonly used language

)
e
A

bl

i—g jibén jieshao yuyan
A AANBET Basic introduction language
Ni hao!/Nin hao! Hello! [informal, used with friends or peers]/Hello!
RAF! ) BT [formal, used with teachers or elders]
W0 laizi Méigué de Yindi'anna.
HR B EZEGF M, I come from Indiana, USA.
Wo shi yi gé zhongxué shi’ ér nianji de xuéshéng.
KRAE—NPEFT _FHGFA, I am a 12th grade high school student.
WO xuéxi Hanyu liang nién le.
KREFARERFT I have been studying Mandarin for two years.
W0 feichang xihuan Zhonggué wénhua.
HAEF E R E LA, I like Chinese culture very much.
WO bu xihuan 13j1 shiwu.
EREXREBEY. I don't like junk food.
W0 de jia you si kou rén.
F oG RA W2 A, There are four people in my family.
W0 xianzai zhu zai Xianggang.
HAEELEE B, I currently Live in Hong Kong.
$ W6 zdoshang chi le ziofan. I ate breakfast this morning.
KA L T F45, [T = action already finished]
W6 zhéngzai chi lingshi. I am eating a snack.
KIEEPCER, [iE & = action in progress]
W6 wanshang hui chi ya. I will eat fish in the evening.
KW Eavl &, [4 = action in the future]
W6 hui shuo litli de Yingwén. I can speak fluent English.
KA VLIRA Y3 [4 = to be able to do an action]
It takes ten minutes to walk from my home to the
WO céng jia zou dao gongyudan yao shi fénzhong. park. [k F e can be used for locations
R A B NEE+ 24, and times]
W6 xidng qu Taiwan liixing.
KA & EHRAT, I want to travel to Taiwan.
wenti yu
($) ) A 5 Question words
Ni zai chi shénme?
PR 22 What are you eating?
$ Ni weishénme xihuan Zhonggud cai?
R LB P EE? Why do you like Chinese food?
Ni zhu zai nali?
AL IR 22 Where do you live?
Ni xihuan nage jiéri?
PR & ARAST B 2 Which festival do you like?
76
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kouyt changyong ylyan

C v i&% R &= Useful language for the speaking exam

gerén yanjiang

AAE B Speech

Zhe zhang zhaopian shi guanya----

KRR ART o This photo is about...

Wo kan dao-+

KAEF] o I can see...

Zhaopian shang you ji ge rén.

B R UAA, There are several people in the photo.
Tamen zhengzai----

A B o They are currently... [doing something]
Tamen kan qilai hén------

R A A AR o They look very...

Zhaopian de-+---you-----

FERR GG e Ay e ° At/On the ... of the photo, there is/are...

shangmian/xiamian/qianmian/houmian/zuémian/youmian
@/ FEm /A& EE ) A&/ A& (n) top/bottom/front/back/left side/right side

pangbian/duimian

i [ 2t (n) beside (or next to)/opposite side (or opposite)
Zhé zhang zhaopian kénéng shi zai--pai de.
KRB R TR EERGIN This photo was probably taken in...
7he zhang zhaopian hén youyisi.
KRB RIS, This photo is very interesting.
Wo juéde
FAFF o I think...
Zhe rang wo xidngdao Zhonggué wénhua.
X1k & A8 2] P H Lk, This reminds me of Chinese culture.
Zhé shi wo de yanjidng, xiéxie.
TS RGGIE S, . This is my presentation, thank you.
yanjidng wenti/yiban tiolin
SR ) — A& Follow-up questions/general conversation
Ni juéde tamen zai nali?
A S AF A AR 2 Where do you think they are?
Tamen zai zud shénme?
P AT AT 242 What are they doing?
Tamen zai chi shénme?
Ho A R PO AT 442 What are they eating?
Tamen chuan shénme yifu?
AT F AT 40 RAR? What are they wearing?
Ni juéde tamen kaixin ma?
AR TAFHAT I 8 ¥ 2 Do you think they're happy?
Ni xihuan--ma?
ARG e ZF Do you like...?

Ni de gudjia yé you zheyang de huédong ma?

Pty B RALA XA E ) ? Is there a similar activity in your country?
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