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“I really need 
help with 

learning the 
vocabulary as 
we don’t do 

that in class.” 

“I’ve used 
quizlet, 

memrise, all 
sorts of apps,  
 but still, very 
little sticks!” 

“We move so fast and 
cover so much in class, I 

just can’t remember it all.” 

“I struggle to 
make sentences 

which are 
grammatically 
correct, with 
words in the 
right order!” 

“I’m ok in 
grammar but I 

don’t really 
know how to use 
what I’ve learnt.” 

“I read a lot in French, it 
helps, but when it comes 

to writing, I just can’t 
remember things.”   



 Making a vocab list/book 

 
 



Topic-related core and 
high frequency words 
and phrases  

Collocations: mostly 
verb + noun 

Simple sentences (SL) 

Complex sentences 
(HL) with specific 
linguistic features  



language in style of 
sentence builders 

Simple and extended  
sentences   

more complex grammar 
with topic-related 
vocab 

FRENCH – CIE IGCSE  



Making the most of the vocab books 

In class, ideally in groups 
with minimal teacher prep  

At home, tech-free! 



 No tech-no prep tasks which… 

• involve students in the making of the tasks 

• create opportunities to revisit vocab in all 
four skills  

• manipulate vocabulary through 
meaningful chunks and sentences  

• increase awareness of specific linguistic 
features  

• encourage fluency and increase speed of 
retrieval 
 



L‘IMPOSTEUR            Interloper 

 
• AT HOME:  students study a specific section in the book, ideally on a 

theme you would like to revisit.  

   They write sentences from that section, changing one element.    

 

• IN CLASS: students read out their sentence and the class (in 
teams/groups) spot the difference from memory. 

 

e.g Topic = Cultural identity: the French-speaking world 

Sentence from book                  ➔   Le français est valorisé aux dépens des 
langues maternelles et cela crée du ressentiment.  

Students write                            ➔   Le français est valorisé aux dépens des 
langues maternelles et cela crée de bons sentiments. 

Class spots the “imposteur”    ➔ (de bons sentiments) and provides  
replacement  

 



TOILETTAGE DE PHRASES    Sentence grooming 

• AT HOME:  students review specific pages which you have selected 
from any topic previously covered.  

   They write sentences using language from those pages inserting    

    one grammatical error in each. 

 

• IN CLASS:  students write their sentences for the class to see.  
Teams/Groups spot and correct the errors. 

 

e.g. Topic: The importance of education 

Student writes   ➔    Il est crucial que tout le monde peut recevoir une 
éducation de qualité… 

Class spots and corrects error ➔ (peut is incorrect, should be subjunctive 
puisse) 

 



• AT HOME:  students  (in two teams) select collocations from different 
sections of the book, with which they are all already familiar.  

  

• IN CLASS: students from each team read out the beginning of the 
phrase and students from the other team write what they think will 
follow (using whiteboards) 

• Teacher is referee: accept all possibilities that make sense. 

 

e.g Topic = Expatriate communities 

• Team A:                                                               Team B:  

                avoir le mal                                           ➔ du pays 

                les citadins aiment faire un retour           ➔ aux sources 

                on se sent déraciné et on perd            ➔ ses repères 

 

SUITE LOGIQUE         Follow-up 



• AT HOME: students have to rephrase as much as possible a selection of 
sentences you have selected for them. Great activity to practise 
rephrasing, using synonyms, and registers   

  

• IN CLASS:  students share their sentences (orally or in writing) and, in 
groups, bid for sentences they think are good or which they can improve, 
the aim being to “collect” as many correct sentences as possible. 

 

e.g Topic =  Political life 

• Sentence you selected in book    ➔  La politique, moi, je m’en fiche  

                                                                         complètement (fam.) 

• Possible rephrasing                        ➔  Perso, la politique, ce n’est pas     
                                          pour moi 

• Rephrasing to improve (register) ➔ La politique n’est d’aucun intérêt pour  

                                                                       moi. 

  

 

 PHRASES AUX ENCHERES   Sentence auction 

 



• AT HOME: give students in pairs a different section of the book 
to revise. Each pair prepares a conversation using the vocabulary 
(ideally avoiding to make the topic too obvious!)  
 

• IN CLASS:    pairs hold their conversation aloud (for as long as 
possible, time it!) while the class listens and works out the topic. 
First pair to guess correctly wins.  

 

e.g Topic = The importance of education   
Conversation using sentences from the book 
   -  A :  Selon moi, c'est une des clés de la réussite. 

    - B :  C'est vrai, ça forge le caractère ! 

   -  A : Effectivement, et ça permet de développer des compétences. 

   - B : Tout à fait d'accord, c'est pour cela qu'il faut lutter contre l'échec scolaire. 

   - A:  Oui, et c'est essentiel de faire reculer l'analphabétisme dans certains pays. etc 

 

 

   BREVE DE COMPTOIR            Off the cuff! 



• AT HOME: students revise a selection of phrases  
     from the list of “show off” or “wow” phrases.   

 

 

• IN CLASS: Team A draws a sun on the board (the number of rays corresponds 
to the number of topics covered) and writes a “show off” phrase in the centre.  

   Team B has to write a sentence for each of the rays/topics      
    using the “show off” phrase at the centre 
 

• e.g  
- C’est inadmissible que…  
     … l'on puisse envisager le clonage humain. 
     … tant de gens doivent compter  
        sur l'action de bénévoles pour se nourrir.  
        etc. 
 
  

 

 

  
SOLEIL DE PHRASES           Sun sentences 
 



https://42d65884-90ba-446a-807d-f7daf7f750c8.filesusr.com/ugd/2d2929_490cfb362cfe4ea48cec421eb97354d5.pdf 

Exploiting transferable language  
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Some useful links 

Collocations  
http://www.tonitraduction.net/ 

http://www.tonitraduction.net/


Some useful links 
Coocurrences 
https://www.noslangues-ourlanguages.gc.ca/fr/dictionnaire-
des-cooccurrences/index-fra 
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Some useful links 
Synonyms: 
https://crisco2.unicaen.fr/des/ 

https://synonyms.reverso.net/synonyme/
https://crisco2.unicaen.fr/des/


Some useful links 
Synonyms: 
https://synonyms.reverso.net/synonyme/ 

https://synonyms.reverso.net/synonyme/


Some useful links 
Interactive language Toolbox 
https://ilt.kuleuven.be/inlato/ 

https://ilt.kuleuven.be/inlato/


Some useful links 
Dictionnaire des francophones: 
https://www.dictionnairedesfrancophones.org/ 

https://www.dictionnairedesfrancophones.org/


Some useful links 

The Language Teacher July, 2005/ Volume 29/number 7 – ISSN 0289-7938: 
https://jalt-publications.org/files/pdf/the_language_teacher/07_2005tlt.pdf 

https://www.informedlanguageteacher.com/vocabulary-2 

https://gianfrancoconti.com/ 
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Email: 
Twitter: 
LinkedIn: 
Facebook page: 

frenchmatters@outlook.com 
#frenchmatters 
Linkedin.com/in/frenchmattersonlinkedin 
languagematters2us 
frenchmatters tuition 

Thank you for your interest. 
Keep in touch! 

FREE PRIZE DRAW:  WIN A COPY  
     of  A-Z  for Language B  

     or  A-Z Ab Initio 
 

To enter the draw, simply email  
by 5th September                             

        mary@elemi-isp.com 
  
Facebook                https://www.facebook.com/ElemiIntSchPub 
Twitter                    @ElemiPublisher 
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